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She Votes: From Issues to Impact
Harris’s Popularity Soars Among Women, Including Independents
Women Trust Harris More on the Economy, Inflation, Foreign Policy and Even Immigration

Washington, D.C. (October 4, 2024)— As Americans begin to cast their votes, a new
survey shows Vice President Kamala Harris enjoying strong support among women voters.
Her favorability has jumped +12 points since last year and she holds a +15 point advantage
with women over former President Trump (54%-39%) entering the final month of the
campaign. Furthermore, Harris is favored +18 points among Independent women, (50%-
32%). In terms of issues, women voters cite “the economy and inflation” as their top
concern, with abortion and immigration as their second and third choices. Across the
board, women say they trust Harris more than Trump on these key issues. The annual
survey, “She Votes: From Issues to Impact,” was released today by Gender on the Ballot, a
non-partisan project of the Women & Politics Institute at American University's School of
Public Affairs.

The online survey of 829 women voters across the United States, conducted by BSG,
shows women are highly engaged with the upcoming November election and are tuning
into politics at a higher rate than usual. Nearly half of women say this will be the most
important election of their lifetime.

“We are poised for the broadest gender gap in modern history in this election and a
potentially historic turnout of female voters,” said Betsy Fischer Martin, Executive Director
of the Women & Politics Institute. “Consider She Votes a roadmap to understanding why —
and what will motivate women to turn out this November.”

“If there is ever a time for voters to be highly engaged in politics — it’s October before a
presidential election,” said Lindsay Vermeyen, Partner at BSG. “This survey shows women
are more engaged than ever, because the stakes are high: nearly half of women surveyed
told us this will be the most important election of their lifetime”

Key Findings:

e Inaturbulent and high-profile election cycle, women are highly engaged with the
upcoming November election and are tuning into politics at a higher rate than usual.
Nearly half of women say this will be the most important election of their lifetime.

e With Vice President Harris in the spotlight, her favorability has jumped with women
nationally, from 43% favorable in 2023 to 55% favorable in 2024. Independent
women have increased their opinions of the Vice President by 23 points — 51% of
Independent women are favorable, while 38% are unfavorable.
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e Vice President Harris has a 15-point lead in the race for President over former
President Trump with women nationally (54%-39%), and women believe Harris will
win by the same margin (50%-35%). Independent women are voting for Harris by a
margin of 18 points.

e Women trust the Democratic ticket to address their top issue of inflation and bring
down the cost of living. The Harris-Walz team has worked to gain a reservoir of trust
not only on important issues —including on abortion and immigration — but also on
leadership qualities across the board: who cares about people like you, who will be
a strong leader, and who will make the country a better place for future generations.

e While inflation has contributed to making women’s personal financial situations
feel worse than ever, the hope they feel in this election year has driven up optimism
about the economy overall. More than half of women are optimistic about the U.S.
economy over the next 12 months — compared to just 40% of women last year.

e Thereis also a lot of excitement about electing America’s first female president. An
overwhelming majority of voters think it's important to elect more women to
political office and 6 in 10 think the government gets more done when there are
more women holding political office. A strong majority also insists the country is
more open to a woman president than 8 years ago when Hillary Clinton ran, driven
mostly by Democrats and Black women.

e Despite recent attacks on reproductive rights, including abortion, birth control and
IVF, voters are strongly supportive of ensuring access to anyone who needs it. A
strong majority of women think abortion should be legal and available, without the
government being involved, and want contraception and fertility treatments to be
accessible and affordable.

About the Women & Politics Institute at American University’s School of Public Affairs

The mission of the Women & Politics Institute is to close the gender gap in political leadership. WPI
provides practical and academic training that encourages women to become involved in the political
process and facilitates research by faculty and students that enhances our understanding of the challenges
and opportunities women face in the political arena.

About “Women on Wednesdays” Virtual Panel on She Votes: From Issues to Impact

American University’s Women & Politics Institute Executive Director Betsy Fischer Martin, Barbara Lee
Family Foundation Executive Director Amanda Hunter, Benenson Strategy Group Partner Lindsay
Vermeyen, and POLITICO's National Political Reporter Elena Schneider will discuss this survey’s
findings on during a virtual panel, She Votes: From Issues to Impact on Wednesday, October 9, 2024, at 6
p.m. EST.

About Gender on the Ballot

Gender on the Ballot is a nonpartisan project of AU’s Women & Politics Institute that examines and
contextualizes gender dynamics in American politics. Originally co-founded by WPI and the Barbara Lee
Family Foundation in 2019, Gender on the Ballot contributes to the dialogue on gender and politics
through accessible content from experts and practitioners.

About The Barbara Lee Family Foundation
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The Barbara Lee Family Foundation works to advance women’s equality and representation in American
politics through political research, strategic partnerships, and grants and endowments. The Foundation’s
work is guided by its core belief that women’s voices strengthen our democracy and enrich our culture.

About BSG

Benenson Strategy Group delivers game-changing strategies to help clients navigate tough issues and
develop winning campaigns. BSG uses innovative and provocative techniques that probe deeply on core
beliefs, attitudes, and emotions to uncover the hidden architecture of opinion.
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